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���� Urgent Appeal for Funds  
 

Dear friends 

 

Due to Coronavirus Gateway and Kingstrust Network urgently needs your help. We’re a small charity and 

most of our funding comes from sales from our shops in Withernsea and Filey. We have been slowly 

moving over to other fundraising streams like grants but we’ve been caught out as many have by the 

Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

  
Gateway Community Care Hub Withernsea Gateway drop in centre Filey 

 

Since our shops are in seaside towns we are normally very short of money at this time of year (March), 

because seaside towns largely shut down for the months of January through March. For this reason the 

Coronavirus pandemic has hit us extra hard coming just at our seasonal low point. Our income, instead of 

rising, has fallen to zero with both shops now closed. There are things that we bought to sell at Easter, that 

will now not be sold, but we still have to pay for them. 

 

I want you to know that we don’t qualify for the chancellor’s small business relief grant of £10,000 that’s 

being automatically given to all small business in England. It’s because we’re a registered charity! Can you 

believe that? Small ‘for-profit’ shops are getting £10,000 from the government and they pay no rates. Our 

not-for-profit shops get nothing at all and we have to pay rates and full rent on two premises. It’s just not 

fair! 

 

We have one advantage though: you! You can help us in our £10,000 fundraising drive. We are just 5-weeks 

away from financial collapse, but with your help we can carry on delivering the services that are desperately 

needed at this time. Please read on. 
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Care hub deliveries to those self-isolating in Withernsea 

 

Our Gateway Withernsea shop closed at the end of January in order to be re-launched on Saturday 7
th

 March 

as the Gateway Community Hub. It was just in time to be a ‘hub’ for a community in lockdown. The 

manager ‘Sarah Harries’ and the staff of volunteers have excelled themselves during the Coronavirus 

epidemic turning the hub into a distribution centre for food and other essentials for the self-isolating and 

vulnerable in the community of Withernsea and the surrounding area. 

 

Our Filey shop is now closed, but it’s not just a shop. It’s a drop-in centre for the community of Filey, a 

haven for the lonely and vulnerable in that community. 

 

Should the government be funding this vital work? – absolutely it should; but is it? – no, definitely not! Can 

you help us – yes please. You can provide the funds that our small business neighbours are getting by 

responding to this appeal with your best donation, however small. I’m personally putting in £1,000 of my 

own money and so we’re already 10% of the way there. That’s a huge amount for me personally, so please 

help us and make up the remaining 90%. 

 

You can donate online here at http://give.net/COVID19 where we get extra get gift aid on your donation. Or 

you can donate with PayPal via http://kingstrust.org/donate/. Or you can send money by BACS online to: 

 
HSBC 40-25-49 A/C 10214019 

 

Or you can write a cheque to “Kingstrust Network” and post it to me: 

 

The Treasurer 

Kingstrust Network CIO 

23 Holyrood Avenue 

Bridlington 

YO15 2EA 

 

Thank you so much. 

 
Tim Jarvis (treasurer). 

 

 

Raised up to 5 April 2020! 


