
Hello, 
 

“6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah, the king’s son, which was in 
the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water 
in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud. ... 
10 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melek the Cushite, “Take thirty men from here with you 
and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies.”” Jeremiah 38:6&10. 

 
These emails are a short summary with the full story being available online click here. 

Ten years and back to ‘go’ 
 
Annette and I, our daughter Melissa and David Bartle started a prayer meeting in Withernsea 
almost ten years ago April 2013. I was 51 and raring to go because at the end of 2012, just a few 
months earlier I received the call to ministry after being a follower of Jesus for (then) 29 years. My 
calling was to plant churches along the coast of what was once Northumbria starting at the very tip 
with Withernsea. I was so enthusiastic and so totally inexperienced and naive. 
 
By May 2014 we had signed a lease on a shop in Withernsea’s high street with absolutely no 
money to pay the rent and no idea how to run a shop (although Annette had many years earlier 
managed a Christian bookshop for her brother). I knew though that we needed a shop front in 
Withernsea in order to plant a thriving church. We needed to meet people and we needed to be in 
the community, not just tucked away in some back-street hall meeting on a Sunday. 
 

 
 
 



I decided to put in £1,000 of my own money from my own business. We started a fundraiser by 
email (not sure Cloud Funding was a thing back then) and raised an amazing £7,000! On 21st of 
June we open the Gateway charity shop and the next day we had our first church meeting in the 
old St Nicolas church hall. We had started, we were on our way. 
 
We had previously also started a pub ministry in the Commercial Inn on Piggy Lane. We had a 
discussion night there on the first Thursday every month. We actually did see on man, a stanch 
atheist miraculously saved during that ministry and his wife come back to the Lord and join our 
church. 
 
We had our ‘official’ church launch meeting on 14th September 2014 at the Shores Centre in 
Withernsea. Although we had started some 3 months earlier it wasn’t until September that we 
started regular weekly meetings every Sunday. 
 

 
 
2014 closed with the church holding a big Christmas meal in the Withernsea Sands caravan park 
main hall. We had invited a lot of local friends and supporters so we had 90 people in attendance. 
 
My son Jorrell and I prayer walked from Withernsea to Bridlington just after Christmas and I started 
prayer walking around Bridlington believing that Bridlington would be the place we’d plant our next 
church. It was to take me nine months of prayer walking Bridlington in 2015 to cover all the ground 
there. By the end of that time we had started a prayer meeting in Bridlington called ‘The Wave’. 

 
This in turn led to a church plant at the ‘Fat Badger’ 
pub in Bridlington. 
However that plant failed 
after only three months or 
so. We were planting in 
partnership with 
Christchurch Bridlington 
and that church was going 
though change. It was my 
first big disappointment of 
many. 
 

 
That was the first setback, then Annette got diagnosed with type 1 diabetes and crashed her car 
nearly killing herself. We had by that time moved out of Hull into a small flat in Hornsea because 
the area we lived in Hull had declined and noisy, aggressive druggies moved in next door to us. 
 
Our ministry continued to be successful however. The church in Withernsea continued to thrive 
and grow. We outgrew the Shores Centre and moved into the newly opened Meridian Centre. By 



the end of 2016 we would be averaging 40 people on a Sunday and we were baptising new people 
fairly regularly. 
 

 

 
 
Our Gateway Withernsea charity shop was thriving and giving pastor David Bartle a small but 
steady income. We signed a lease on a second shop in Filey in December 2016. By April 2017 it 
opened as our second Gateway Charity shop. 
 

    
 
In 2017 I finished working as a radio engineer and put my business RadioCAD up for sale. We 
cashed in one of my pensions to live off believing that God would soon provide us with an income. 
We were blessed that year when one of our loyal supporters bought us a house in Bridlington to 
live in rent free. I managed to sell our house in Hull (for very little) and that also gave us some 
money to live off. 
 
2017 was not a good year for the leadership of the church in Filey however. First one of them had 
a serious breakdown and was sectioned. Pastor David’s wife Katy left him and our children’s 
ministry leader Lou left her husband. The enemy was beginning to catch up with us and we started 
taking casualties. 
 
God was changing me though I finally won my life-long battle with anxiety. I don’t get anxious 
about anything anymore and that continues to be the case today, thank you Jesus! My blood 
pressure has returned to normal. Annette won a couple of battles against diabetes her insulin 
function returning to normal. It was a battle however she would eventually lose when the enemy 
struck the most horrible blow in March 2019 when our beautiful and much loved daughter Candice 
died in Pinderfield hospital from Sepsis aged just 32 leaving a husband and three children. 
 
Neither Annette or I have really gotten over Candice’s death. It still hurts me and it signalled the 
beginning of the decline of my ministry with many more blows to come. 



 

 
Candice Woodcock 1986-2019 

 
2019 started well enough with the official launch of our new church Gateway Filey. We had been 
having meetings since June 2018 and in January 2019 these became regular weekly meetings. I 
stepped down as the senior leader of the Withernsea church leaving Dave as pastor with Sarah 
Harries as his assistant. It was too early and they were not strong enough to carry and grow that 
work at that time. In less than two years the church would be on its knees and Annette and I would 
have to step in and rescue it. 
 
The church in Filey started well but tensions quickly grew between myself and my co-leader Billa 
Duggal. Differences became insurmountable and the working relationship impossible by the end of 
the year. Worse was yet to come, a pandemic, lock downs. Dave then quit as pastor taking much 
of the congregation with him in Withernsea. In Filey Billa quit and so did our other leader Steve. 
 
It all went downhill at a dizzying speed. I was so caught up in trying to manage deteriorating 
relationships with fellow leaders that I didn’t see the pandemic and shut downs coming and made 
no preparations. We were caught unawares with no online services to offer. Our charity, Kingstrust, 
running the two shops got into financial difficulty and I personally had to bail it out from the little 
money I had left. We had to close the shop in Filey in September 2020 but managed to save the 
Withernsea shop by converting it to a community hub and applying for grant funding. During the 
pandemic the hub became a vital distribution lifeline for the people of Withernsea supplying food 
and medicines to those self-isolating. It continues to do great work in the community. 
 
Sarah Harries our assistant pastor who was learning the ropes from David Bartle had the vision to 
convert the Withernsea shop into a hub and she ran with the vision and ran the hub wonderfully 
well. It was clearly her calling to do so. This made David jealous and he quit telling anyone who’d 
listen that he’d been forced out (completely untrue). What a shame; what a missed opportunity; 



what a team they could have made with Dave running the church and Sarah running the 
community hub. 
 

 

 
 
Sarah was hiding a drink problem and was denying that she had the problem. She was suspended 
from her assistant pastor role in 2020 and on her final warning as hub manager in 2021 when she 
was discovered drunk and totally incapacitated at the hub; we had no choice but to fire her. She 
left very bitterly and posted a great deal of nastiness on Facebook. It was a disgrace to her, the 
church and the Lord himself. 
 
My daughter Melissa took over as the Hub Manager and continues in that role today. Annette and I 
continued to run both churches without proper leadership and with much reduced numbers for 
nearly two years after all this. Through lock downs, doing open air services, travelling back and 
forth the 40 difficult miles from Withernsea to Filey. I got tired though and disillusioned and we ran 
out of money. For 5 months I could not give Annette any housekeeping money at all, but we still 
ate. God always put food on the table. Then in September 2023 I was offered the job of R&D 
Manager at a local electronics firm, completely out of the blue; I didn’t ask for it, but I did take it. I 
was back where I started. Go straight to jail, do not pass go, do not collect £200. 
 
We closed our church in Filey and that really hurt. The pandemic and other problems were just too 
much for such a young plant to survive. We still run what is now Withernsea’s smallest church, 
Gateway Withernsea. We still meet in the Meridian Centre and you are very welcome to join us at 
11am on a Sunday. We still operate the Gateway Community Care Hub in Withernsea, please pop 
in: 104 Queen Street, Withernsea, HU19 2HB. 
 



 

 
It wouldn’t be a complete telling of the story of our ten
failings. I am not the easiest person to get on with, nor the most diplomatic. I speak the ‘spade is a 
spade’ truth as best I see it and do not suffer fools g
my ministry because of my own failings
 
Perhaps the biggest change that these ten years have made has been in me. God has made the 
changes in my life and I can say a
 

 

It wouldn’t be a complete telling of the story of our ten-year odyssey if I didn’t mention my own 
failings. I am not the easiest person to get on with, nor the most diplomatic. I speak the ‘spade is a 

and do not suffer fools gladly. I believe that our Lord graciously ‘parked’ 
my ministry because of my own failings, not because of the failings of others. 

Perhaps the biggest change that these ten years have made has been in me. God has made the 
changes in my life and I can say all for the better. I have however my own moral battles 

 

 

 

year odyssey if I didn’t mention my own 
failings. I am not the easiest person to get on with, nor the most diplomatic. I speak the ‘spade is a 

ladly. I believe that our Lord graciously ‘parked’ 
 

Perhaps the biggest change that these ten years have made has been in me. God has made the 
ll for the better. I have however my own moral battles still to win. 



 
I close our last newsletter with this poem that came to me on retreat: 
 
 I asked You to show me your drawing, 
 Drawn these past ten years. 
 What had You drawn in and what had You drawn out? 
 “I drew out harsh selfish words” You said, 
 “And drew in my peace”. 
 “I drew out anxious striving” You said, 
 “And drew in my breath”. 
 “It was always about changing you when you chose to serve me, 
 I can’t help doing that, it’s who I AM”. 
 
Thanks to all of those who supported us over the last ten years. 
 
Every blessing, 
 

 
 
Tim & Annette Jarvis 
 
http://passionpraise.org http://gateway.uk.net 
 


